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Rick Neufeld
It all seemed so small.

On our last night there, we went
to visit the pastor, celebrate our
time together, and prepare to
leave. We asked Pastor Elias how
he felt things had gone and I will
never forget his reply, “What
you did here was a miracle for
us and our
community.” It
was the miracle
that he needed
and that his children and his
community needed as well. Everything we did
could have been
done without us
and yet to him he
had received a
miracle straight
from God. You
see
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God Provided Before We Asked...
We were hoping to open the new
Mount Horeb Centre in Cacador by
February 2013, but we were still
facing a big challenge. The government would not allow us to open
the school until we could supply
clean drinking water. This meant we
needed to drill a well. We were all
set to begin raising funds for it,
when we got word that a well had
already been built. It sounded impossible, but it was true. The state
sanitation department had some
funds available so they decided to

Marta’s Story
Twelve year old Marta was on her
way home from school one day midAugust when she was bitten on the
leg by a Puff Adder. These are
feared snakes in rural Mozambique
because they are poisonous and well
disguised. Since it was nearly dark
and the family lives very far in the
bush, they waited until morning to
seek help.
When we heard what had happened
we sent the mission vehicle to pick
her up. She still had to be carried the
distance between her home and
where the vehicle could reach. The
tissue damage was obviously extensive, so we immediately arranged for
her to go to the nearest hospital.
During the first few days in hospital,
she experienced the expected excruciating pain and swelling in her leg.
But it was such a frightening experience that the family signed her out

dig wells in some of the poorest
communities, something that
was long overdue. As it happened, they chose the community of Cacador as the place to drill
their first well.

Ruth Trekofski
Please see the Unique Christmas Gift
brochure for details if you would like to
contribute to these needs.

We were amazed at how this all
happened and saw that God had
already supplied our need before
we asked. Praise the Lord! The
remaining needs are the furnishings for the school and the
medical/dental clinic.

Mozambique
and took her to see a “traditional
healer” instead. The traditional belief
here is that first and foremost, intercession must be made to the
“ancestral spirits” to intervene.

Lynn Lagore
About a week later, Marta and her
family returned to us. By then, the leg
had deteriorated to the point where if
it were not amputated, her life would
be in danger. After some discussion,
the family agreed to let us take her
back to hospital for surgery. All that
remained was to pray and wait.
It was a very happy day when about
two weeks later Marta was discharged.
She came to the health post, carried
on her father’s back, for her first
dressing change and removal of the
stitches. We continue to care for the
healing wound, help her try to keep
up with her schoolwork, and have
provided her with a pair of crutches.
The family has now started attending
a church nearby.
We are so thankful for this young life
that has been saved, a family that has
been impacted, and we look forward
to the good things yet to come.

Mozambique

Water Pumps make a Difference
If all the land along the rivers was
used to produce rice, corn, beans,
and other crops, Mozambique
could feed all of Southern Africa.
Imagine that!

Manual water pumps are a small investment that make a huge difference
and create wonderful change!
Mozambique has many large rivers
crossing dry land, and even during the
dry season these rivers bring water
from other countries in Africa. On a
flight to South Africa I was reading a
magazine article saying that Mozambique has huge potential for farming.

Pastor Santos, who is enrolled in
our Leadership Training program
showed an eagerness to participate
with the mission and after much
hard work became the beneficiary
of a manual water pump. It was a
great day when we delivered the
pump to him. He had already dug a
well and amazingly the water was
only two feet below the surface—
this in the middle of the driest season. The water hole was full of precious life-giving water. We placed
the water pump, connected the
hoses to it and after only a few
steps of pumping at the other end
of the hose the water sprinkled
over the freshly planted tomatoes.
A big smile spread across Pastor

The Power of a Simple Gift
Have you ever given a Unique
Christmas gift? If you have, maybe
you’ve wondered...does it really
make a difference? It does! I had
the privilege of seeing Faria, one of
the workers here at the mission
farm receive a Unique Christmas
gift that was given last year...2
cows and a plow! The look on his
face when Dwight made the
presentation is something that I
will remember for the rest of my
life. He had tears welling in his
eyes as the reality of this wonderful
life-changing gift sunk in. He was
chosen as the recipient because of

his hard work and dedication to
the mission. This gift will have an
amazing impact on his life and
also on the lives of the people
around him…making it easier for
him to grow more crops and provide food for his family and the
orphans he feeds. After giving
Unique Christmas gifts in the
past, being here to see someone
actually receive one is something
words can’t describe and makes
you realize the wonderful blessing
you can be to someone else
through a simple gift!
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Andreas Kuret
Santos’ face! He now has his own water pump and can produce lots of
healthy vegetables for his family. He
can also sell the extra vegetables and
make a little bit of money. “With the
money that I make I’m going to buy a
little drip irrigation system next year.”
says Pastor Santos.
The first pump the mission donated
was to a church association in Senjal at
the beginning of this year. The pump
has been a great success. A good harvest of many different vegetables was
produced and helped to feed many
hungry children in the church’s orphan
program. The crop was so big that
after the season almost $200 was set
aside for other investments like seeds,
hoses, and even a second water pump.
We are very thankful to see things
change for people who, like Pastor
Santos, want make a difference in their
lives, their families, and in their communities.

Janette Stone
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A Long Process with Steady Progress
The Wetaskiwin Times carried
the story of SAM Ministries’
partnership with Mercy Air, to
provide efficient transport for
our mission efforts in Mozambique.
The Kodiak project is ongoing
and you can read more on our
website blog.

www.samministries.org
Would you like to give someone a
unique gift this Christmas? Check
out our new Unique Christmas Gift
brochure!

Download the PDF at:
samministries.org > Get Involved > Unique Christmas Gifts

Here in Mozambique the airstrip is taking shape and almost
ready for the next inspection by
the Transport and Communications director later this week.
The hangar floor materials are
being transported and side
drainage for the runway is being
tweaked in anticipation of the
rainy season.

Bridging the Gap
Due to annual bush fires, one of
the bridges we depend on to reach
the school burned down and we
were suddenly faced with the need
to build a new one, especially before the November rains start. We
were so thankful again for the donated backhoe as it moved mounds
of soil and set the new culverts in
place. And since the young man

Thank you for your ongoing support and prayer for this important
infrastructure!
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who operated the backhoe has
received training through the mission, we were reminded once
again of the importance of educating children and training young
people.
While the new bridge got underway, a picture alphabet, reading
books, and study materials in Portuguese and the local dialect

were being translated, printed, and
covered to be used in the school’s
library and remedial program. The
children were delighted, and our library—currently the health post veranda—has been a-buzz with youngsters stopping by to read the next
story on their reading list. For information on our Library Construction
Project check samministries.org.

