
2	 Our	School	is	Growing	

2	 VBS	2023	–	God’s	Mercy

3	 The	Gift	of	Education

3	 With	Change	Comes	Blessing

4	 It	Takes	All	of	us	to	Make		
One	of	us

FEB 2023   1

POINTS OF INTEREST

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

LOVING GOD AND LOVING PEOPLE SO THEY HAVE A CHANCE TO LOVE GOD AND LOVE PEOPLE  FEB 2023

SAM NEWS

•	 A	new	well	was	dug	on	our	mission	
base	 in	 Mozambique	 to	 address	
some	 ongoing	 water	 issues.	 After	
months	of	hard	work	by	Andy	Kuret	
and	his	team,	we	finally	have	water!	
Praise	the	Lord!

•	 We	 now	 have	 26	 girls	 in	 our	 High	
School	 program	 in	 Mozambique,	
this	does	not	include	those	who	are	
in	grade	8	at	our	bush	school.

•	 One	of	our	long-time	staff	members	
(Simone)	 lost	 his	 daughter	 Nhacha	
in	a	tragic	ambulance	accident	while	
she	was	on	her	nursing	practicum.

•	 Upgrades	 were	 made	 on	 the	 farm	
property	 in	 Brazil	 to	 improve	 sus-
tainability.

•	 Mount	 Horeb	 invested	 in	 a	 brick	
making	 machine	 which	 will	 make	
paving	 the	 new	 gym	 parking	 lot	
much	more	economical.		

•	 Dwight,	 Lynn	 and	 Janette	 will	 be	
visiting	 the	mission	 in	Brazil	March	
4-21st.	It’s	been	3	years	since	the	last	
visit,	so	there	will	be	lots	to	catch	up	
on.	Pray	they	will	be	a	blessing	&	en-
couragement	to	everyone	there.

Watching	the	premier	of	the	documentary	“Obrigado	Mucombeze”	in	Dayton,	Ohio

THE DOCUMENTARY PREMIER •  DWIGHT LAGORE

“OBRIGADO MUCOMBEZE”

Walking	into	the	beautiful	Victoria	theatre	in	downtown	Dayton,	Ohio	
to	watch	a	documentary	about	the	work	we	have	invested	our	lives	in	

was	surreal!	It	is	hard	to	convey	the	emotion	one	feels	when	you	see	others	
celebrating	the	people	and	the	place	you	hold	dear.

Along with the amazing venue and the 

film we were about to see, there was 

a silent auction room filled with crafts 

made by our people in Mozambique and 

gorgeous framed pictures of the people 

we love and serve. Meeting up again with 

the team from Shook Construction as 

well as Dr. Roger and Katy Pacholka who 

came to Mozambique and served with us 

last April was a delight! Matthew Chris-

tenson, our SAM Ministries board chair, 

and Janette Stone, our child sponsorship 

coordinator, were with us as we met so 

many people who arrived to enjoy the 

event. The documentary done by Manav-

ision led by Sam Manavis, and funded by 

Shook Construction, was pretty amazing 

leaving many in stitches one minute and 

in tears another. It also left our team in-

credibly grateful to our hosts as well as 

to our Heavenly Father to whom we give 

all the glory!

The film titled, “Obrigado Mucombeze” 

(“Thank you Mucombeze”) is anticipated 

to hit the film festival circuit and is al-

ready available for you to watch through 

the link on our website! Pray with us that 

many lives will be touched and moved to 

engage in touching our world with God’s 

transforming love. 

Scan	here	to	watch		
“Obrigado	Mucombeze”		

documentary

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8ppCMxRTHo


MOZAMBIQUE
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SPECIAL EVENTS  •  SHANNON WEISS

VBS 2023 – GOD’S MERCY

 

EDUCATION  •  JOÃO BENJAMIM MEQUE

OUR SCHOOL IS GROWING

We are looking forward to 2023 

being a BIG year for our school! 

Not only have our numbers increased to 

over 600 kids, we have been upgraded 

from being just a primary school to also 

hosting secondary classes! This is a 

big step and a blessing for our mission 

school. It will allow us to keep about 90 

young students in their home community 

with their families instead of moving 

into our mission dormitory in another 

community (Vanduzi) for Secondary 

School. For both the mission and the 

parents, it is a huge blessing because 

we can provide a better education as 

well as discipleship. While it is a blessing, 

it also challenges us to improve our 

infrastructure, hire better qualified staff 

We have been upgraded 
from being just a primary 
school to also hosting 
secondary classes!

“
”and purchase the necessary materials so 

that we can be the best representation of 

God’s love to our kids. We are all excited 

for the year ahead! We are motivated and 

encouraged to do our best to provide 

an excellent all-around education this 

school year. 

worked hard to give them a great week 

of learning and having fun together. Each 

day consisted of a Bible story, Scripture 

memorization, an art project, games, 

snacks, and lunch. I loved watching our 

teachers make the stories come alive by 

getting the kids involved. What a joy it 

was to listen as they recited the verse in 

both Portuguese and Shona (the local 

dialect). One of our teachers comment-

ed that it was a great way to begin the 

school year as it gave the children an op-

portunity to get to know each other and 

their teachers in a fun way. For those just 

starting out it made them excited instead 

of nervous to start school. We praise God 

and look forward to seeing how He is go-

ing to use what they learned at VBS! 

Each year we host VBS for the stu-

dents at our school. This year, as 

most of the team was in Canada in No-

vember when we usually host this event, 

we decided to have it the week before 

school started. The theme this year was 

God’s Mercy, and our verse was Mat-

thew 5:7. We were excited to host about 

350 children every day! Our small team 



We want to thank you for your gen-

erous support of one of our Mount 

Horeb students this year. Poliana is 8 years 

old and is a very hard working, responsi-

ble student. She has excellent grades and 

is very involved in all school activities. She 

especially loves drawing and science. She 

wants to be a science teacher when she 

grows up. In 2022, Poliana’s mother was 

diagnosed with breast cancer. In order to 

get treatment, she had to leave her job 

and spend lots of money on medication 

and getting back and forth from appoint-

ments. Without your financial help Poliana 

wouldn’t have been able to stay in school. 

We praise God for such precious help. We 

thank the people who have invested in this 

family’s life and the lives of many others 

at Mount Horeb. We pray that Poliana’s 

mother will be able to return to work and 

normal activities soon! 

BRAZIL
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MOUNT HOREB  •  DUDA OLIVEIRA

THE GIFT OF EDUCATION

In 2022, Poliana’s 
mother was diag-
nosed with breast 
cancer…Without your 
financial help Poliana 
wouldn’t have been 
able to stay in school. 
We praise God for 
such precious help. 

“

”
MOUNT HOREB  •  RUTH TREKOFSKI WITH DUDA OLIVEIRA

WITH CHANGE COMES BLESSING

Sometimes change comes and brings 

with it a blessing! We had a library 

of sorts, but it was not an inviting space 

where children were inspired to sit and 

read. It was shabby and full of outdated 

encyclopedias and old books not meant 

for young children. Last year the deci-

sion was made to turn the ‘library’ into a 

small apartment for visiting missionaries. 

This change inspired us to create a more 

pleasant and appropriate space for a li-

brary. In Jan. 2023 we opened our beau-

tiful new library. The surrounding walls 

are painted to represent a forest and 

artificial grass covers the floor that the 

children love to sit on to read. This was 

all accomplished with funds given to-

ward the ‘Unique Christmas Gift’ appeal. 

It will encourage and inspire the children 

to improve their literary skills. We are so 

thankful to the Lord, and to you that con-

tributed to get this project finished.  
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OUR VALUED HISTORY  •  DWIGHT LAGORE

IT TAKES ALL OF US TO  
MAKE ONE OF US

The past few months have been an 

emotionally challenging time for the 

Arthur Lagore family. As most of you know, 

Arthur was SAM Ministries’ first president! 

His care for our mother, Gladys, now 92 

years old, has been a larger-than-life illus-

tration of unfailing and unconditional love. 

My return to Canada in November started 

our family on a journey to seek options for 

better care for them. With the valued in-

put of friends, we were able to find what 

has turned out to be a place with the care 

we could only have dreamt of! Laurel 

Heights is Arthur and Gladys new home. 

Although it will take some time to settle in 

after living in their own home for 29 years, 

they are grateful to all who have helped 

make this transition possible.

As we were enjoying ice cream and rasp-

berries in their home before moving, dad 

said, “You know, I have been thinking that 

it takes all of us to make one of us.” The 

more I have thought about this the more 

profound I find it to be! Nothing any of us 

do is possible without the rest of us! So, 

thank you to all who support and pray! 

DONATE ONLINE
Please go to 
www.samministries.org and 
click the online donation button.

More news, updates and 
pictures on many of these 
stories are available on our 
website and Facebook page.
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SUPPORT
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Edmonton, AB  Canada 
T6K 3R9
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CONTACT US
780-408-3268

office@samministries.org

www.samministries.org

3715 - 85 Street
Edmonton, AB  Canada 
T6K 3R9

Donate Now
through

CanadaHelps.org

Arthur	and	Gladys	Lagore	in	their	new	home


