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POINTS OF INTEREST

Nigel	and	Erin	Traynor	with	Allan	Luus	(Mercy	Air	CEO)	along	with	many	of	our	leaders!
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TRAINING LEADERS  •  BY DWIGHT LAGORE

A LOOK BACK

Among	other	wonderful	events,	we	ended	2017	with	an	amazing	intensive	
training	time	for	our	leader	trainers!	We	were	blessed	to	have	an	

evangelical	charismatic	Church	of	England	Vicar,	Nigel	Traynor	here	with	
his	dear	wife	Erin.	They	poured	their	lives,	as	well	as	marriage	and	ministry	
experience	into	our	graduates	who	were	greatly	encouraged!

The intensive training time ended with a 

graduation for 12 men, bringing the total 

graduates of our Bible and leadership 

training program to 32 this year. The 

most ever! One of these graduates 

started studying in our pre-school many 

years ago, and today is a health worker 

and pastor! We were also able to launch 

11 new extension schools adding a further 

165 leaders to the program. 

Although we have much to do to further 

equip our training facility with the 

infrastructure needed, we were able to 

install a 10,000-liter tank on our water 

tower doubling the amount of water 

storage available for the center. Not 

only so, but we were able to construct 

4 accommodation units enabling us to 

sleep at least 16 people under a roof 

while they are in training. Our goal is to 

add a further 20 units, but as they say, 

you eat an elephant one bite at a time!

Josh ends this newsletter with an 

amazing story of God coming through 

in the face of insurmountable odds. And 

as we face a New Year very full of these, 

Praise God with us in advance for the 

victories ahead. 

LOVING	GOD	AND	LOVING	PEOPLE	SO	THEY	HAVE	A	CHANCE	TO	LOVE	GOD	AND	LOVE	PEOPLE		FEBRUARY 2018

•	 Seventeen	new	converts	were	
recently	baptized	at	the	Mount	
Horeb	Church	in	Brazil	and	
everyone	is	rejoicing	at	the	
goodness	of	God.	

•	 Ground	was	broken	for	the	
construction	of	dorms	for	our	
sponsored	school	children	in	
Vanduzi,	Mozambique,	a	town	
where	they	can	study	from		
grade	8	to	grade	12.

•	 Three	Prairie	Discover	students	
arrived	to	serve	and	learn	with	us	
for	a	month.

•	 This	week	we	have	59	of	our	older	
sponsored	students	volunteering	
for	a	week	at	the	mission	getting	
to	participate	in	the	work	and	in	
our	morning	devotions!

•	 Although	the	crops	started	out	
well	this	year	in	Mozambique	
with	good	rains,	the	new	year	has	
brought	a	drought.	Please	pray	for	
good	rains	soon.
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CHILD SPONSORSHIP  •  BY JANETTE STONE

GRADUATION DAY!

I never imagined sharing in this special 

day 17 years ago when I began 

sponsoring and praying for a little boy 

named Tito in Mozambique. Every year 

I received a new picture and letter 

and watched him grow and progress 

through school. 

I can’t tell you the incredible joy I felt 

as I met him in person for the first time 

in 2014! Then during one of our school 

cleanup days as I worked alongside 

him, I saw a young man with Christian 

character. As we communicated in a 

mix of broken English and Portuguese, 

I heard his desire to do vocational 

training. I felt like a proud “mom” when 

Tito was accepted to study mechanics 

at Tariro. That journey brought us to this 

day – December 9, 2017…me sitting on a 

backless wooden bench, eyes filled with 

tears of joy watching as Tito wearing 

his cap and gown proudly received his 

certificate. He then led all the graduates 

in a song of worship to God. Today,  

Tito already has a job with the company 

in Chimoio where he did his internship! 

Sponsoring a child makes a world  

of difference! 

“WHO DARES DESPISE THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS…” ZECH 4:10  •  BY LYNN LAGORE

EXPONENTIAL GROWTH FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS

The meeting hall last week was hot, 

stuffy, and packed to overflowing 

as we met with this year’s 72 external 

students and their parents. We discussed 

the purpose of, and responsibilities 

that come with, student sponsorship. 

Our desire is to see these children thriv-

ing in their studies, personal disciplines, 

and walk with God so they can suc-

ceed and be an inspiration to others.

It feels like 100 years ago and it feels like 

yesterday when we sent our first group 

of students to the community of Pina as 

“external students” to study grade 6. The 

year was 2007, in fact. These boys had 

all passed grade 5 (the highest grade 

offered at our school) and wanted to 

carry on to Grade 6. The only option was 

to look for accommodations in Pina and  

figure out the details of providing food 

and care for them. At the time, it seemed 

like a huge undertaking! 

Today, most of these boys have completed 

high school and career training. Two are 

employed full-time by the mission, others 

are employed elsewhere. We are excited 

to see the many others who follow in 

their footsteps. 

Tito	and	Janette,	SAM	Ministries	Child	Sponsorship	Coordinator

Our	first	Sponsored	students	sent	off	in	2007

Sponsored	children	receiving	orientation	in	January,	2018

 

Sponsoring a child makes 
a world of difference!“ ”
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SUSTAINABILITY  •  BY RUTH TREKOFSKI

THE WONDERFUL GIFTS GOD HAS GIVEN

Corruption in government has 

brought disruption and financial 

instability to Brazil over the last year. 

Many small businesses closed and many 

more laid off many employees. This has 

reinforced the fact that sustainability 

must be a priority for the mission. Since 

it rains an average of one out of every 

three days in our State, the mission 

installed a ‘rain water collection system’ 

last year. The plan is to double the 

storage capacity in 2018. 

When it isn’t raining the sun is shining 

so in 2017, the first phase of a three-

phase project to install solar panels was 

completed. Lord willing, phase two will 

be completed in 2018. Public utilities, 

fuel and other necessities of life are 

very expensive in Brazil so we hope to 

optimize on the wonderful gifts God 

has given us so freely and diminish the 

mission’s dependency on public utilities. 

Due to the more difficult economic 

times, some parents have had to pull 

their children out of school. Even though 

the mission does have sponsorship 

for some of the poorer children, many  

more attend the school because of 

the quality of education as well as the 

Christ-centered focus. Pray with us 

as we innovate to keep reaching and 

teaching children! 

Many years ago a car accident left me 

with back surgery , no job and a bad 

case of depression. I was taught as a child 

to believe in God, so I took my chance 

and started praying that God would give 

me direction and the reason why he gave 

me life. In 2003, God gave me the gift 

of travel. During these past years He has 

taken me to so many different cultures, 

and countries, all the while preparing me 

for His purpose. 

This past year I realized that I was to fill 

a shipping container for Africa. There 

were times I shouted, “God I can not do 

this” and each time I would get an email, 

phone call or Pastor Rick Neufeld would 

send a message telling me, I had a job 

to do. 

Please contact Susie if you are interested 

in what needs to be donated to fill this 

container. Any gifts for this 

purpose can be marked 

“To Africa with Love” and 

sent to SAM Ministries. 

Susie Sarrasin  

susiesarrasin@gmail.com 

1-204-712-6284

Rainwater	filtration	system

Banner	promoting	the	container	project

 

Pray with us as we 
innovate to keep 
reaching and  
teaching children!

“
”
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2 KINGS 6:17 “THEN THE LORD OPENED THE SERVANT’S EYES, AND 
HE LOOKED AND SAW THE HILLS FULL OF HORSES AND CHARIOTS 
OF FIRE ALL AROUND ELISHA.”  •  BY JOSH AND CHELSEA MCMANUS

OPENED EYES AND OPEN SKIES!

The past few months have been very 

busy but amazingly rewarding as 

we are getting closer to heading to 

Mozambique. The Lord continues to 

show his faithfulness as we take steps of 

obedience. We have been honoured and 

encouraged by the warm response of 

churches. We have also been so blessed 

to have many friends support us. Chelsea 

has continued to work at the hospital 

while I have been busy with flight school. 

I never thought that I would be learning 

how to fly a plane but as God opened this 

door, I walked through. When the flight 

school found out that I was getting my 

license to work overseas, they funded 

the whole portion of my ground training. 

As I think of all that is needing to be done 

over these next several months I am re-

minded of the impossible situation Elisha 

was in. When Elisha’s servant saw the 

army that was coming for them, he was 

overwhelmed with fear. But as he went 

back to Elisha, God opened his servants’ 

eyes and he saw that the Lord had sur-

rounded them with a far superior army 

and they would have the victory. 

God will call us into situations that seem 

impossible to be accomplished in our 

own strength. But as we open our eyes, 

he lets us see that His is the victory and 

He will accomplish all He wants us to, as 

we seek and obey Him. 

DONATE ONLINE
Please go to 
www.samministries.org and 
click the online donation button.

More news, updates and 
pictures on many of these 
stories are available on our 
website and Facebook page.

Donate Now
through

CanadaHelps.org

CONTACT US
780-408-3268

office@samministries.org

www.samministries.org

3715 - 85 Street
Edmonton, AB  Canada 
T6K 3R9

REGULAR
MONTHLY 
SUPPORT

3715 - 85 Street
Edmonton, AB  Canada 
T6K 3R9
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